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Today’s Topic: An Acceptable Sacrifice to the Lord
l. 0.T. Passages

Leviticus 1: 2-4. When any of you brings an offering to the LORD, bring as your offering an animal from either the herd or the flock. 3 If the offering is a burnt of-
fering from the herd, he is to offer a male without defect. He must present it at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting so that it will be acceptable to the LORD. 4 He
is to lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it will be accepted on his behalf to make atonement for him.

1 Samuel 15: 22. But Samuel replied: "Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of the LORD? To obey is better
than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams.”

Psalm 40: 6-7. Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but my ears you have pierced (but a body you have prepared for me—Heb. 10:5); burnt offerings and sin
offerings you did not require. 7 Then | said, "Here | am, | have come—it is written about me in the scroll.

Isaiah 1: 11-17. "The multitude of your sacrifices—what are they to me?" says the LORD. "I have more than enough of burnt offerings, of rams and the fat of
fattened animals; | have no pleasure in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats. . . . 16 wash and make yourselves clean. Take your evil deeds out of my sight! Stop
doing wrong, 17 learn to do right! Seek justice, encourage the oppressed. Defend the cause of the fatherless, plead the case of the widow.

Isaiah 66: 2-3. "This is the one | esteem: he who is humble and contrite in spirit, and trembles at my word. 3 But whoever sacrifices a bull is like one who kills a
man, and whoever offers a lamb, like one who breaks a dog's neck; whoever makes a grain offering is like one who presents pig's blood, and whoever burns me-
morial incense, like one who worships an idol.

Isaiah 66: 19-21. "l will set a sign among them, and | will send some of those who survive to the nations—to the distant islands that have not heard of my fame
or seen my glory. They will proclaim my glory among the nations. 20 And they will bring all your brothers, from all the nations, to my holy mountain in Jerusalem
as an offering to the LORD .. . "They will bring them, as the Israelites bring their grain offerings, to the temple of the LORD in ceremonially clean vessels. 21 And |
will select some of them also to be priests and Levites," says the LORD.

Il. N.T. Passages

Matthew 5: 23-24. "Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24leave your gift there
in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.

Romans 3: 23-25. ... for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ
Jesus. 25God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood.

Romans 12:1. Therefore, | urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act
of worship.

Romans 15: 15-16. | have written you quite boldly on some points, as if to remind you of them again, because of the grace God gave me 16to be a minister of
Christ Jesus to the Gentiles with the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by
the Holy Spirit.

Hebrews 7: 24-26. . . . but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. 25Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God
through him, because he always lives to intercede for them. 26Such a high priest meets our need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, ex-
alted above the heavens. 27Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the peo-
ple. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself.

Hebrews 9: 22-24. In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 23It was
necessary, then, for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these sacrifices, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.
24For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God's presence.

Hebrews 13: 15-16. Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that confess his name. 16And do not forget to
do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.

1 Peter 2: 4-5. As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him— 5you also, like living stones, are being built into
a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

lll. Discussion Questions
a. If the sacrifice of animals was not pleasing to the Lord, why did He establish the sacrificial laws in Israel in the first place?

b. Why was it necessary that Jesus appear in history—in human place and time—to save manind? Couldn’t God have saved mankind without this event, by just
pronouncing it so?

c. Will animal sacrifice ever again be an acceptable means of atonement to God, say, if Israel builds a new temple in Jerusalem? Why or why not?

IV. Next Week’s Topic & Scripture: Joshua, Canaan, and Christ In You / Scriptures TBA.



