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TTooddaayy’’ss  TTooppiicc::  Judgment and the Redeemed

PPssaallmm  11..  Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. 2 But his delight is in the
law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night. 3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does
not wither. Whatever he does prospers. 4 Not so the wicked! They are like chaff that the wind blows away. 5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 6 For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish.

MMaatttthheeww  2255::  3311--4466..  "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. 32All the nations will be
gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33He will put the sheep on his right
and the goats on his left. 34"Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared
for you since the creation of the world. . . . 40"The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for
me.' 41"Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. . . . 45"He will reply,
'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.' 46"Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the right-
eous to eternal life."

RRoommaannss  22::  55--1166..  But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God's wrath, when his
righteous judgment will be revealed. 6God "will give to each person according to what he has done." 7To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory,
honor and immortality, he will give eternal life. 8But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. 9There
will be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil . . . 10but glory, honor and peace for everyone who does good . . . 11For God does not show fa-
voritism. . . . 16This will take place on the day when God will judge men's secrets through Jesus Christ, as my gospel declares.

RRoommaannss  55::  1155--1177..  But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God's grace and the gift that
came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 16Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the one man's sin: The judgment followed
one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and brought justification. 17For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned
through that one man, how much more will those who receive God's abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man,
Jesus Christ. 

II  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  33::  1111--1155..  For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12If any man builds on this foundation using
gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire
will test the quality of each man's work. 14If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. 15If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be
saved, but only as one escaping through the flames. 

22  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  55::  44--1100..  For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly
dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5Now it is God who has made us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guar-
anteeing what is to come. 6Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord. 7We live by faith,
not by sight. 8We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So we make it our goal to please him, whether we
are at home in the body or away from it. 10For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things
done while in the body, whether good or bad.

22  TTiimmootthhyy  44::  77--88.. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.

HHeebbrreewwss  99::  2266--2288.. But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27Just as man is destined to die
once, and after that to face judgment, 28so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but
to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.

11  PPeetteerr  44::  1177--1188.. For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the
gospel of God? 18And, "If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?" [Prov. 11:31] 

11  JJoohhnn  44::  1155--1188..  If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. 16And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.
God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. 17In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judg-
ment, because in this world we are like him. 18There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who
fears is not made perfect in love. 

RReevveellaattiioonn  2200::  1111--1155..  Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them.
12And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were
judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 13The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were
in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. 14Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second
death. 15If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

IIIIII..  DDiissccuussssiioonn  QQuueessttiioonnss

a. Distinguish between the reward of eternal life for those who “do good” (i.e. Matt. 25, Rom. 2, etc.) and the “gift” by grace through Jesus Christ (Rom. 5:15).

b. We all must appear before the judgment seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5:10)—believers and unbelievers alike. Some whose earthly works are judged badly will “suffer
loss” but will still be saved (1 Cor. 3:15), yet others whose deeds were unsatisfactory are condemned to eternal punishment (Matt. 25:46). What’s up with that? 

c. What is the connection between love and fear in 1 Jn. 4, and what is John saying about their relation to our “confidence”on judgment day?

IIVV..  NNeexxtt  WWeeeekk’’ss  TTooppiicc  &&  SSccrriippttuurree:: Resurrection and Our New Bodies / Scriptures TBA.


