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Today’s Topic: Resurrection and Our New Bodies

Matthew 22: 29-32. Jesus replied, "You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God. 30At the resurrection people
will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven. 31But about the resurrection of the dead—have you not read
what God said to you, 32'l am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob'? He is not the God of the dead but of the living."

Luke 20: 34-38. Jesus replied, "The people of this age marry and are given in marriage. 35But those who are considered worthy of taking part in
that age and in the resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage, 36and they can no longer die; for they are like the an-
gels. They are God's children, since they are children of the resurrection. 37But in the account of the bush, even Moses showed that the dead rise,
for he calls the Lord 'the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.' 38He is not the God of the dead, but of the living, for to
him all are alive."

John 6: 39-40. And this is the will of him who sent me, that | shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. 40For
my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and | will raise him up at the last day."

John 11: 23-26. Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." 24Martha answered, "l know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last
day." 25Jesus said to her, "l am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26and whoever lives and be-
lieves in me will never die. Do you believe this?"

Romans 6: 3-5. All of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were therefore buried with him through baptism
into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 5If we have been
united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.

Romans 8: 9-11. If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. 10But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of
sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. 11And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised
Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.

1 Corinthians 15: 20-23 . . . 35-54. But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21For since
death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 22For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.
23But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. ... 35But someone may ask, "How are the
dead raised? With what kind of body will they come?" 36How foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37When you sow, you do
not plant the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of something else. 38But God gives it a body as he has determined, and to
each kind of seed he gives its own body. 39All flesh is not the same: Men have one kind of flesh, animals have another, birds another and fish an-
other. 40There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of the
earthly bodies is another. 41The sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star in splendor. 42So
will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; 43it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in
glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a
spiritual body. 45So it is written: "The first man Adam became a living being"; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit. 46The spiritual did not come first,
but the natural, and after that the spiritual. 47The first man was of the dust of the earth, the second man from heaven. 48As was the earthly man,
so are those who are of the earth; and as is the man from heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. 49And just as we have borne the likeness
of the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness of the man from heaven. 501 declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51Listen, | tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—
52in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be
changed. 53For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54When the perishable has been clothed
with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory."

1 John 3:2. Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears,we
shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.

lll. Discussion Questions

a. In these passages from Matthew and Luke, Jesus was answering the Sadducees’ question about the woman who had seven husbhands, whose
wife would she be in hte next life. Why do you think he answered the way he did: “He is not the God of the dead but of the living.”?

b. It is made clear everywhere in the N.T. that anyone who believes in Jesus will never die but will live forever—nhe will be awarded eternal life.
What does “believe” mean to you in this context, for even demons believe and tremble (James. 2:19)?

c. If we shall be like Jesus in the resurrection, let’s use our imagination a little bit. We get a glimpse of post-raised-from-the-dead Jesus at the
end of each gospel account. Based on those accounts and on your own beliefs, talk about what you think it might be like when we inherit our glo-
rified bodies.

IV. Next Week’s Topic & Scripture: Summer 2011.



